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Filed for intro on  06/01/2000

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 801
By  Hargrove

A RESOLUTION to designate the week of October 1-7, 2000, as
"Youth Suicide Awareness and Prevention
Week" in Tennessee.

WHEREAS, suicide is now the second leading cause of death for teens between the

ages of 15 and 19 as teen/youth suicide rates have tripled since 1970; and

WHEREAS, suicide rates over the past 40 years have tripled for 15-24 year-olds and

have quadrupled for 15-19 year-olds; for those between the ages of 10 and 14, suicide rates

have increased by 128% since 1980; and

WHEREAS, every hour and forty-five minutes another young person commits suicide;

and

WHEREAS, in a recent poll, up to 60% of high school students reported contemplating

suicide at least one time in their lives; and

WHEREAS, in 1992, more teenagers and young adults died from suicide than from

stroke, cancer, heart disease, AIDS, birth defects, pneumonia, influenza and chronic lung

disease combined; and
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WHEREAS, youth suicide is a complex, multifaceted biological, sociological,

psychological and societal problem; and

WHEREAS, the stigma associated with mental illness works against suicide prevention

by preventing at-risk youths from seeking lifesaving help; and

WHEREAS, the stigma associated with suicide deaths seriously inhibits surviving family

members from regaining meaningful lives; and

WHEREAS, youth suicide prevention opportunities continue to increase due to advances

in clinical research, in mental disorder treatments, in basic neuroscience, and due to the

development of community-based initiatives; and

WHEREAS, youth suicide prevention efforts should be encouraged to the maximum

extent possible; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That the week of October 1-7, 2000, is hereby designated as "Youth Suicide

Awareness and Prevention Week" in Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That members of the 101st General Assembly are

hereby encouraged to continue their efforts to educate themselves about suicide prevention

techniques and are encouraged to continue to promote awareness of teen suicide in

Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


